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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 639
at the head of his class in 1870. When the civil war broke out Dr.
Shrader was commissioned Captain of Co. H, 22d Iowa Volunteer In-
fantry, and some time afterwards was made surgeon of the regiment.
During the Shenandoah campaign under General Sheridan he served as
operating surgeon as he did in all the engagements in that region. He
was for a time Hospital Director at Winchester, but was transferred to
the South, serving at Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black Eiver, and the
siege of Vicksburg. After the war he settled in Iowa City where he
became a distinguished practitioner and an honored and public-spirited cit-
izen. For twenty-eight years_ he was connected with the College of
Medicine of the State University. He was physician of Mercy Hospital
and health officer of Iowa, City, a member of many medical societies in
this and other states. He was for many years a member of the Iowa
Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion. He was a man
of great public usefulness, both as educator and as physician and surgeon.
His death was deeply deplored wherever he was known.
DANIEL O. FINCH was born in Unadilla, Otsego county, N. Y., June
<3, 1829 ; he died in San Francisco, Oal., Nov. 27, 1906. His early educa-
tion was received in. Delaware Institute, Franklin, N. Y., in Oxford
Academy, Chenango county, N. Y., and in the law oflSce of Judge C. C.
Noble, of Unadilla. He afterwards graduated from the Cherry Valley
law school. In the spring of 1848, he began the practice of his profes-
sion in Monroe, Wisconsin. In 1851 he removed to Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
where he was associated with Judge George Greene: in 1853 he located
in Dos Moines, wliere he became one of the most prominent attorneys and
democratic politicians of the State. He was first associated in the prac-
tice of the law with Judge Curtis Bates, afterwards with Judge Mitchell,
Gen. M. M. Crocker, John A. Kasson and other prominent men. All
through the prolonged litigation' connected with the Des Moines Eiver
Land cases he was chief attorney for the River Land Company. He was
for a time editor of the Iowa Star, one of the earliest papers published
in the State. He was a candidate in 1854 for district judge, in 1857
for state senator, in 1862 for congress. He was delegate to the national
democratic conventions in 1860, 1864, 1868, and was president of the
State convention in 1867. From 1885 to 1889 he held the position of
U. S. Attorney for the Southern District of,Iowa. From the time that
he came to Iowa until he retired from public life Mr. Finch was one of
the most conspicuous leaders of the democratic pai-ty of this State. He
enjoyed a high degree of personal popularity throughout his career.
JOHN H . LEAVITT was born in Franklin county, Mass., Oct. 11, 1831;
he died in Waterioo, Iowa, Sept. 25, 1906. He was reared and educated
in Massachusetts, and at the age of 23 started west, arriving in Wat-
erloo in 1854, from which time he was it resident of that city until the
day of his death. He was one of the early settlers of Black Hawk
county, and its pioneer banker. His first two years in Iowa'were occu-
pied by the work of surveying and dealing in real estate. In 1856 he
started a private bank, which was the foundation of the splendid insti-
tution of which he was the head at the time of his death. In 1898 the
institution was reorganized as the Leavitt & Johnson National bank.
This bank has enjoyed a wide reputation as one of the best financial
institutions in Iowa. During all these years Mr. Leavitt has remained
its president. He has .always been known as one of the leading business
men of Waterloo and Black Hawk county. He was public-spirited,
participating in many of the large business enterprises of that region,
and a man who always occupied a high place in the public confidence.

